[Clinical manifestation of toxic pancreas lesion in children with hematopoietic malignancies].
From January 1994 until May 1997, 54 children with leukemia and non Hodgkin lymphoma were analyzed. The enzymatic function and ultrasound examination of pancreas were estimated. In 17 of 54 patients the clinical symptoms suggesting pancreatitis or toxic lesion of pancreas were observed. In 13 cases L-asparaginase was administered. The main symptom of the pancreas disease was severe abdominal pain with vomiting. The typical ultrasound view of pancreatitis was observed in 4 cases, pancreas oedema was seen in 6 patients. The most serious course of pancreatitis was diagnosed in 3 children. Diabetes mellitus coexisted in two cases, in the third case osteoporosis was seen. Because of the toxic pancreas lesion in one patient the administration of L-asparaginase and cortical hormones was discontinued, in the remaining 2 children the therapeutic scheme was modified. In all 17 cases this side effect was completely reversible, as well as in 3 children with the most serious clinical course of pancreas lesions.